Atrial fibrillation in patients with constrictive pericarditis: the significance of pericardial calcification.
Although atrial fibrillation (AF) is commonly encountered in patients with constrictive pericarditis (CP), little has been done to clarify its associated predisposing factors. Our aim was to evaluate the association of age, gender, disease duration, and pericardial calcification with AF in these patients. The medical records of 44 patients with CP were reviewed. There were 13 (29.5%) with AF and 31 (70.5%) with sinus rhythm. The two groups were compared for demographic variables, disease duration, and the presence of pericardial calcification. The male-to-female ratio was 3.4:1. Calcification was seen in 11 (25%) of the entire group. AF was much more common in those with calcification than those with sinus rhythm (odds ratio, 7.87 [95% CI, 1.73-35.78], P=0.008). There was no association between the presence of AF and the age (P=0.156) or gender (P approximately 1.00). Logistic regression, however, showed that the chance of developing AF increased by 27% by each year of increase in disease duration (P=0.025). It seems that in patients with CP, the presence of pericardial calcification and the increasing disease duration are associated with a higher chance of developing AF.